How Big Should My Water Wings Be? by Davidson, Margaret
Old Dominion University
ODU Digital Commons
July 10, 2013: Best Practices and Communications
Strategies for Adapting to Sea Level Rise and
Flooding
Hampton Roads Sea Level Rise/Flooding
Adaptation Forum
7-10-2013
"How Big Should My Water Wings Be?"
Margaret Davidson
NOAA
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/hraforum_03
Part of the Climate Commons, Emergency and Disaster Management Commons, Public Affairs
Commons, and the Public Policy Commons
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Hampton Roads Sea Level Rise/Flooding Adaptation Forum at ODU Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in July 10, 2013: Best Practices and Communications Strategies for Adapting to Sea Level Rise and
Flooding by an authorized administrator of ODU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@odu.edu.
Repository Citation
Davidson, Margaret, ""How Big Should My Water Wings Be?"" (2013). July 10, 2013: Best Practices and Communications Strategies for
Adapting to Sea Level Rise and Flooding. 5.
https://digitalcommons.odu.edu/hraforum_03/5
“How Big Should My Water Wings Be?” 
Margaret Davidson 
Acting Director 
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Coastal Vulnerability Around the World  
Coastal Communities:  
Vital to U.S. and International Economies   
 45 percent of the U.S. national gross 
domestic product is contributed by coastal 
communities 
 51 million jobs 
 
 Coastal habitats help reduce impacts of 
floods, storms, and climate change on coastal 
communities by absorbing water, wave 
energy, and other stressors. 
Billion Dollar Disasters: Fact of Life 
Weather-related versus Geophysical 
Events 
Source: Munich RE 
Sea Level Trend: Atlantic City, NJ 
Mean Sea Level Trend 






























Chart courtesy of Western Kentucky University 
Sandy: A Turning Point? 
Shrewsbury 
River, NJ 
Shared Flood Risk Management: 
Buying Down Risk 
Adaptation Costs of Climate Change Risks 
Multiple Lines of Defense 
Green/Gray Infrastructure 

Change is Here: Time to Act is Now 
